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ClTllirn  b.  I'ilitc?r7 
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1 

*> 

5,  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 

3 Hcurs 

Obj  ro^^.d,  V/a..  git  ai.'iln';  v/iiito  i?.i  fir.s-t, 
r-:d,  then  faded 

m 

Lumed  ycllo'.A,  Lhe 

6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Groimd  Visual 

Inv3_-ti3atio.n  reveals  object  to  b‘  e;cp, 
' by  the  Gen^i’ol  Hills  Coi’poration, 

balloon.  Rel'iaoed 

7.  COURSE 

8.  PHOTOS 

□ Yes 
□:  Ne 

9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 

O Y*» 

a:  No 

FTD  SEP  63  0-329  (TDE)  Previous  adltloiti  of  thli  fons  Qi*y  b#  ui«d. 
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Fi:i\L  -i VALUATION 


Rosn,  Office 


On  i3  ifovsmber  19^4 j t/S;^L.  Drspwrd  cniled  Lt  Ccindr 
or  Nav'il  Hose  arch,  relative  to  the  U?0*g  o'bserved  over  u';is  /■'entucltj 
Tennessee  r*r*5u  C^.-idr  Ross  stated  he  vasn't  s'lre  If  the  U?u’j  could 
have  beer,  tne  ;Javy*s  research  balloons.  He  Infornied  Sgt  Dre_pperd 
he  voula  check  and  coll  hin  back. 


On  22  Hov  5^,  T/ist  nrepperd  received  a call  fro;a  Mr.  M.V,  Keith 
OliR  Resident  Representative  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  .‘-tr.  Kei 
stated  that  on  12  ?<  13  Hov  tvo  (2)  balloons  vere  launched  I'roni  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  The  nayloads  cane  dovn;  one  (l)  over  DAUville, 
Kon tucker,  the  other  over  Carlisle,  Kentucky,  Mr.  Keith  further  stated 
that  he  believed  the  UFO's  in  question  could  */ery  possibly  hs.’/e  been 
these  balloons. 


Due  to  all  available  information  from  observers,  which  basically 


conpures  to  those  descriptive  characteristics 
rnd  since  there  were  tvo  (2)  research  balloons 
tiioe  of  the  sightings,  the  UFO's  observed  *,7ere 
I'Ailoons , 


of  a balloon  In  flight, 
in  the  sa,7ie  at  the 

hirh  altitude  research 


S HISTOHY  AIJD  i’/AlUATIuK  12  N-v  L0UIJV1:LLK,  KiA'.Tt/'JKY 
i-:;-crov;:id : 


A'ov  pA:  Major  C.  Wiiii  rno,  Ft.  rLnox^  Koncuaky,  catlcti 


4- 


U t'  P-'  . i w J 


ol' 


T-1 


It  3“3j  46*,>2nci  Aibo  to  report  e.n  UFO  gooervec  over  Uo'iisviile  on 


12  Wov  ;>4,  Hei'er  to  Attaorixent  .rl* 


?c  Ip  Nov  p^:  'rvo  r.cvspaper  articleo  were  extracted  Iron  Daytuii  new.jpapers 


relative  to  the  sajne  UFO  sighting  over  Louis /ille.  FeFer  to 
At tac  orient  #2. 


■Jov  5^1  ‘'“Sr.  I 


, Phyaiciot  with  the  Oak  Rinse  h'ational  L.at orator iea 


attending  a coni’erenca  with.  A>iC  officials  at  WP/-F3,  visited  ATLAF-p 

relative  to  a IJFO  observed  by  hin  over  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Itr. 

was  not  sure  of  the  date  and  stated  the  UFO  was  observed  on  either 


the  lUth  or  15th  of  Nov  5^*  The  UFO  was  described  by  '^tr. 


as 


nelng  transparent,  round  and  hovered  at  a ver'-r  hi;;h  altitude.  He 


stated  he  sav  what  appeared  exhausts  from  2 jet  a/c  pass  the  objec 


one  in  front  of  it  and  one  behind  it.  >?r,i 


further  stated 


that  he  and  his  associates  had  always  had  an  unofficial  interest 
in  UFO*s  ^nd  had  in  the  past^  been  able  to  satisfactorily  identify 
nost  of  the  UFO  r^portad  by  tae  newspapers.  Hove/er,  in  this 
particul-ir  instance,  he  was  startled  by  the  site  of  tne  UFO  'vaicn 
he  could  see  extrs-nely  veil,  but  was  unable  to  see  the  ^ets  that 


passed  by  it,  Ha  saw  only  the  jet  exnausta.  He  realised  that  the 
object  could  have  been,  and  probaoly  was  a balloon  of  ranne  sort, 


but  dasLred  the  official  evaluitloo  if  -nossible. 


tola  him  "that  i‘rom 


"'’'IC  ACTIO'I:  T/Sgt  Drepp-s-rd,  wno  view-id  Mr, 

all  Inllcatioas  the  o'cjicc  'vi  ::av  vi;i  the  y'lme  oae  or  one  ulmii.ar  cbser  'ed  o/ar 
Lnuli^ville,  Ken.,  a fev  u'iv3  e^irlier.  Also,  prellaijiary  invent Igatlon  jugge^tel 
that  tne  o'b.jjct  van  prooahly  .an  cxperinaentai  balloon  rele;.tsed  vy  the  General 
.Mills  Corporation  in  Minneapolis , Minn . Sgt,  Drepperd  ini’urned  '-b.  Green  tha;. 
vaoii  positive  identification  is  made  of  the  object,  that  he,  . Green.,  «*ill  be 
notified  per  his  personal  reqiiest, 

Tne  identity  of  the  ADC  Unit  in  Knoxville  was  established  as  the  4bOth  FIS 


of  McOf aKS -Tu3 on  Airport.  If  there  were  jet  a/c  in  the  air  near  tne  object,  as 
stated  by  Mj,  Green,  tney  were  more  likely  assigned  to  this  unit.  A wire  of 
inauiry  dated  18  IIov  ?4  was  forvardei  to  the  Intelligence  Officer  of  this  unit 
relati*/e  to  the  sighting. 


Refer  to  Attachment 

6 Gov  54:  this  date,  3 civilians  observed  a UFO  over  the  vicinity  of 

Brandenburg,  Kentucky.  1st  Lt.  Athens,  Fit  3-3,  4b02nd  AIGS 
interrogated  the  observers  on  11  Kov  54. 

Refer  to  Attachment  44. 


ATIC  FV.VLUATIO-'I ; Preliminary  investigation  suggests  objects  observed  in  all  of 
the  cases  above  to  be  balloons.  '-.tUice  possibly  it  was  the  same  e:^ri. mental 
b.alloon  released  by  tne  C-enerai  Mills  Corporation,  General  Mills  is  presently 
uiider  contract  with  the  Air  Force  and  ‘ja*/y  for  cxperineatation  research  pro  gram 
of  the  utTier  atmosohere . 
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■MCAriO^i  i7ui»f 


IJoversbor  l9j;fOMMENT  no.  ! 


Officer  ia  Ca.arj^<d 
Flight  3-3,  46o2d  :-d3 


1,  On  13  November  1954  a tala  phone  conversation  between  1/Lt  Athens,  light 
3-B,  46021  Air  Intelligence  Service  Squadron  and  i'lajor  C,  •Villiaics,  A?  represent- 
•utiva.  The  Armored  School,  Fit,  hhon,  Kentucky  took  place.  The  following  is  a 
general  account  of  the  discussion  which  ensued. 


a.  Major  "Williams  stated  ha  had  been  approached  by  a ^h'•  George  Hart 
a reporter  on  the  Louisville  Courier  Journal.  ^!r.  Hart  was  Soliciting 
information  regarding  an  observation  of  an  Unidentified  Flying  Object  made 
over  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky  on  Friday  12  Noveaaber  1954 • Major 
iilliasaa  stated  that  he  had  informed  i-^r.  Hart,  on  direct  query  by  that 
individual,  that^thb  object  in  question  had  postivsly  been  id-:ntified  as  a 
high- -altitude  <^at her  pall oon.  No  further  queries  were  made  by  I-t*.  Eart 
recarding  the  afcr^entToned. 


call  to  Flight  3-S  was  to  obtain 
the  release  of  information  to  news 
ion  should  be  should  similar 


Lt  Athen's  informed  Major  '^111  lams  that  in  those  cases  where  such 
sighting  have  been  positively  identified  as  known  objects,  as  was  the  case 
in  question,  then  it  was  within  Major  Willi  anus  authority  to  release  such 
information  to  any  of  the  news  media  which  may  be  making  inquiries.  Major 
Williams  was  also  informed  that  only  in  those  cases  where  such  sightings 
were  not  identified  he  was  instructed  not  to  release  any  information,  but  to 
inform  the  individuals  making  queries  that  such  releases  would  ccme  from  AF 
sources  authorised  to  give  such  information.  AFR  200-2  was  brou^t  to  the 
attention  of  Major  Williams.  Aforementioned  AFH  governs  the  release  of  OFCB 
information  as  well  as  aff izing  responsibility  for  the  investigation  thereof 
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ATIC  advised  of  unidentified  flying  object  reported  over  Knoxvllls  during  past 


week 


. Exact  date  unknown.  Request  Info  as  to  possible  intercept  of  object  by 
/-our  a/c  and  results  of  Intercept.  Refer  to  A?H  200-2,  dated  12  August  1954-. 
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I* — m,  c-orfit^fcfwT  nturtq*. 


Cox  national  Ijaboratorlaa 

r!0A;iA,  Tost  Cfflca  3oxrfHr 
C3k  Tennessee 

In  celenace  to  your  j?ex*sonai  request  .Tiade  to  jw  ourlng  your 
recent  visit,  aay  1 say  that  our  original  stupiclons  regarding  th* 
^inJldentlT^ed  flying  object  in  qiiestlon  have  now  been  confirmed. 

The  object  ubleb  you  observed  over  Xnoavllle  was  one  of  tvo  high 
iltltude  plastic  experimental  balloons  released  on  the  12th  md  13th 
of  J<ove*afcer  195^  froo  the  University  of  Minnesota, 

The  U,  S,  Office  of  naval  Hesearcn  and  the  University  of  rilnne- 
nota  are  presently  engaged  In  an  atisospherlc  experimentation  research 
program  and  as  a z*esult^  launch  special  types  of  balloons  which  are 
considerably  larger  than  the  average  Tveather  balloon. 

Thank  you  for  your  Interest  In  the  unldenclfled  flying  object  pro- 
^raa  and  please  feel  free  to  contact  us  for  any  assistance  you  .-wy  re- 
“'ulre  In  the  future. 


Sincerely, 


MSm’S  M . D»3?PSKD  - 

T/sgt  ys>y 

ATIAK-5 
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LOUIS\TLLE,  Ky.,  Nov.  13. — Ci’t 
j— Despite  efforts  of  the  Air  Force 
and  speculation  by  curious  onlook- 
efs,  that  shiny  object  over  Louis- 
■ville  v^'Es  recorded  officially  todav 
as  ••unidentified.” 

' Seeminc]y>  motionless  at  an  esti- 
’maied  altitude  of  80,000  feet  a few 
'decrees  northwest  from  downtown 
iLouisville,  the  silverj’  object  caught 
ithe  stares  of  thousands  of  person.^ 

iyesterday  from  about  3 p.  nj.  to 
6 p.  m. 

' A jet  fighter  plane  from  Wright- 
Patlerson  Air  Force  base,  Daiton, 
crois^  the  skj’  for  a closeup,  but 
*the  pilot  said  he  failed  to  sight 

object  after  climbinc  to  about 
40,000  feet, 

I ITie  object  w^as  a gleaming  while 
mt  first  fiiowiy  turned  yello\r, 

finally  red,  and  then  faded  into  the 
pusk. 

RemLtiiscent  of  the  lying 
aaiicer'*  days^  newspapers  and 
radio  stations  here  were  nwampf*d 
I with  telephone  calls  while  the 
i hovered  crvpticaMv 

I above. 

/ Charles  StruU,  veteran  member 
jot  the  Louisville  Astronomica]  .so- 
/cieTj\  said  not  a celestjiil 

I body  because  lU:  color  changed  es 
r liio  sun  w eni  do^m, 

Meierologisr  O,  K,  Andersor^  said: 
from  our  obsen'atio.^,  il  certasrly 
■ didnt  seem  to  be  a baJJoon— Ji 
I showed  so  little  rnovernent,’* 


I 


rj 


Wrirhi- Paterson  Air  >'orce  base 
spokesmen  said  Saturda^^  tbar  in- 
vestigation of  the  '^unidentified  oh- 

p"n|ert  and 

I refused  to  confirm  or  deri>’  tTtp  re. 
jport  about  the  fighter  plane  from 
Jthe  base  here. 
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Mysterious  Obiect 

*'  * 

Could  Have  Been 

fe 

Plastic  Balloon 


\ 


MINNEAPOLIS,  Nov.  15— tAP) 

' * 

—A  Genera!  Mills,  Inc.,  research 
* laboratory  si>okesman  said  today 

^ that  an  object  sighted  en'er  Louj>- 
ville,  K.V..  Friday  wssibly 
is  a large  plastic  oalloon  released 
near  Minneapolis  a day  earlier. 

The  Minneapolis  milling  firm's 
scientific  laboratory  manuiac- 
Tures  the  white  plastic  balloons 
and  sends  them  aloft  in  co-opera- 
Ci  tion  with  the  office  of  naval  re- 
^ search,  which  is  conducting  cosmic 
ray  and  other  upper  aLmospheric 

- studies.  Hundreds  of  the  balloon*^ 
have  been  launched. 

The  balloon  released  last  Thurs- 
^ Jay  measured  90  !eel  in  diameter 
and  is  100  feet  long.  Its  cargo! 
^ of  instruments  w*as  reJea.^^ed  by 
^ parachute  over  southern  Mmne- 

- sota  the  same  day  and  was  le- 
covered  near  Austin,  Mmn. 

‘ No  reports  on  finding  the  bal- 
” loon  had  been  received  up  to  noon 
today.  A mechamca!  oev  ice  r^- 
leases  the  cargo  when  the  oal^ 
loon  reaches  a prescribed  alti- 
tude. usually  in  the  strataspiieTX 
A jet  fighter  pwino  from  'VVrJht- 
Patterson  Air  Force  ba.^c.  Day- 
' ion.  was  sent  to  lx>ui5\'ilic  Frld^iv 
■"'.in  an  atletiip:  lo  identity  u*e  ob- 
ject. bui  the  pilot  taiiM  to 
j*  after  readiinc:  aU-»u;  4u  i KKi  jec'.  l 
The  while  olijeci  u's-  e.^linia><d, 
et  an  altitude  oi  Su  h.k.»  fet  l ^ 

After  cropping  its  u^strumrni  | 
carco.  a hHhoe>/\  usual. y 
idJy  ejid  .. 
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"Jef  Pilots  Solve  Mystery  of  ‘Thina 


I Flyinr  ftaur«r  experts  admit 
"ftoroelhinir’s  iir>"  liavld  Uicke; 
HTites.  Pape  &1. 

The  *ky  ycpierday  afternoon 
produced  a “mystery”  which  ex* 
cited  people  In  KnoxviUe,  out  in 
the  county',  in  BarbouniUe,  Ky. 
and  even  as  far  away  as  Louis* 
viUe,  till  the  Air  Force  apparently 
solved  It. 

It  was  described  by  Knoxville 
\*iewers  as  an  almost  rectangMlar 
object,  while,  with  irregular 
: sides.  “Looked  like  it  was  right 
lover  Standard  Knitting  Mills," 

I said  L.  O.  Graves,  1S03  Jefferson 
Avenue,  w-ho  looked  at  the 
“thing*’  with  two  neighbors. 

Fliers  in  two  jet  planes  saw 
the  object  and  flew  to  investigate. 

Game'  Fans  Flee  Object 

“It  was  a balloon,”  said  Lt. 
Melvin  Bowers  and  Lt.  Mark 
Studder.  after  they  landed  back 
at  McGhee  Tyson  Au*  Base.  , 

"We  flew'  at  atxiut  3C.OOO  feet 
end  got  under  it.  It  was  still 
some  distance  above  us.  Prob- 
ably sent  up  by  some  distant' 
w'eather  bureau  and  drifted  in 
I here  on  an  upper  air  current.”  ‘ 


Knoxville  Weather  Bureau  re* 
ported  it  sent  up  a weather  bal- 
loon yesterday  nooming,  but  It 
burst.  No  other  was  sent  up 
yesterday  by  the  local  station. 

Hundreds  of  fans  at  the  Ten* 
nessee-Floiida  football  game  saw 
the  object  northeast  of  Shields* 
Watkins  Stadium.  Also  observ’ed 
was  a moving  vapor  trail,  ap- 
parently from  one  of  jet  intercep- 
tors. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Caldwell,  of 
near  Strawberry  Plains,  said  she 
saw*  the  object  about  4:15  p.  m. 
“It  looked  real  big,"  she  said. 

Looked  'Lighted  Op* 

Another  observer  reported  at 
5:45  p.  m.  that  the  object  was 
visible  between  Fountain  City  and 
Hall's,  and  looked  "lighted  up." 
At  a great  height  it  was  prob- 
able that  a balloon  gould  have 
reflected  light  from  the  setting 
sun.  although  sunset  w*as  of- 
ficially at  5:30  p.  m.  at  ground 
level. 

At  Tazewell.  Claiborne  County 
Sheriff  Dan  Chumley  said  be 
watched  the  object,  which  ap- 
peared like  "a  real  bright  light 
l^jlb,  larger  than  my  two  fists." 


He  said  that  after  dark  it  provrd 
to  be  a red  star.  “1  never  would 
have  believed  it."  he  said. 

Sightings  were  reported  as  far 
east  of  Knoxville  as  Newport. 

*T  saw  something  • that  looked 
like  a neon  bght,"  said  Jeftersor. 
County'  Sheriff  John  Gofonh, 
Dand.ndge.  “I  watched  it  with  my 
field  glasses  till  night  came,  and 
it  looked  like  a glass  tall  through 
the  glasses." 

Kingsport  Highway  Patrol  said 
It  received  no  calls  about  the 
"saucer,"  but  observed  a very 
bright  star  in  the  east. 

‘Traveling  Slowly  knuth* 

J.  S.  Warren.  News-Sentinel 
correspondent  in  Earbourx'ilie,  re- 
ported a "bright,  shiny  obiecl 
appeared  high  over  that  city 
about  1:30.  It  wa*  tra\'eiing  very 
slowly  south  toward  Knoxville.” 

In  Louisville.  Associated  Pre's 
reported,  "a  shiny  object,  re- 
corded officially  as  unidentified, 
caught  the  stares  of  thousands'* 
late  Friday  afternoon.  Motorists 
in  tw'o  Central  Kentucky  counties 
reported  seeing  an  object  like  e 
meteor  glowing  green  or  blue  Fri- 
day night. 
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